
THE ART OF KART KINGDOM
By: Chris Bishop







This is an art book.



Many people contributed 

art, ideas and code to Kart 

Kingdom. This is a collection of 

art by Bishop, mostly from the 

beginning of the game.





IN THE BEFORE 
TIMES...



AVATAR SKETCHES
The irst phase of creative development was to decide who you would be in the world.







Four sets of potential avatar concepts for 
the virtual world were selected.

Each one was given a working title.













Eventually it was decided that 
it made the most sense for the 

avatars and world to be based 
on PBS KIDS brand art.



NAMING THE GAME
Brainstorms generated hundreds of names.

These were the seven inalists tested with kids.



Kart Kingdom generally uses the 

PBS KIDS colors but this yellow and 
purple are its signature colors.

EARLY LOGO & PALETTE



Kart Kingdom followed a set 
of rules that guided everything 

that was created.



KK RULES

Kart Kingdom is all about exploration, collecting 

resources (wood, fire, water, etc) to craft gadgets 

(jet pack, pick axe, etc) to solve problems and 

discover new places.

Kart Kingdom is set in the natural world around 

us - jungles, deserts, etc. No cities.

Structures in Kart Kingdom are not permanent. 

They can be picked up and moved leaving the 

environment unchanged. For example, tents and 

campers. No gas stations, highways, on-ramps.

Drivers aren’t seen outside of karts. The kart is 

kind of your body.

Karts can be made of anything. For example, a 

log, cheese, pirate ship, etc.

Karts are modular. Heads, wheels, bodies, etc 

should be interchangeable.



SPLASH SCREEN V1



SPLASH SCREEN V2
Including a sneak peek at the character Pinewood before racing had launched :) 



THE WORLD
OF KART 
KINGDOM



“GRAND GLADE“ CONCEPT ART



“GRAND GLADE“ LEVEL ART



“GRAND GLADE“ CONCEPT ART



“MT SNOW“ CONCEPT ART



“MT SNOW“ CONCEPT ART



“THE DEEP” LEVEL ART



“THE DEEP“ LEVEL ART



“THE DEEP” LEVEL ART



“BUG GARDEN” CONCEPT ART



“BUG GARDEN“ LEVEL ART





GRAND GLADE
The main social hub of Kart Kingdom

GUS

DEL

Frequent visitor and operator
of the Give & Get

Parts trailer where karts
are customized



HARLEY
Wrangler of games

DEE
Crafting booth



A unique quest truck for each area.



INSIDE THE PARTS TRAILER
Personalizing a kart & avatar



INSIDE THE GAMES TENT
In year three, it was given a serious upgrade and 

turned into a new social space.



WORLD MAP
Fast access to the four main zones.



QUESTING IN THE KINGDOM







QUEST MAPS





All the discoveries scattered throughout the quests.



Comic strips unlocked by completing quests.





FREE
EXPLORE

FREE
EXPLORE

FREE
EXPLORE

FREE
EXPLORE

After completing all the quests, the areas can be 

returned to for resource gathering.



CRAFTING INTERFACE



CRAFTING RESOURCES





GADGETS



PARACHUTE
HOT AIR

BALLOON

KANGAROOGRASSHOPPER RABBIT JELLYFISH DOLPHIN TREE FROG

ZAP
MEGA ZAP

BALLOONS

POGO

MEGA POGO JETPACK MEGA JETPACK HELICOPTERBUBBLE PICKAXE

GADGETS IN ACTION



K & HER COUSIN CC
These two became unexpected stars of Kart Kingdom

Original, rejected CC art



EVENTS &
HOLIDAYS

There were many. Here are some favorites.



SPOOKY STREET
Halloween trick or treating destination featuring houses inspired 
by Psycho, American Horror Story & Bishop’s childhood home.





FRANKENSTEIN 
MASK

PUMPKIN
KART

SPOOKY
KART

GROSS
KART

XRAY
DANCE

INVISIBLE
DANCE

FLOAT
DANCE

MUMMY
MASK

WEREWOLF 
MASK

HALLOWEEN
ENTRANCE

TRICK OR TREAT AT EACH 
HOUSE ONCE A DAY TO GET A 

RANDOM HALLOWEEN 
RESOURCE.

SPECIAL CRAFTING STATION FOR ONLY 
HALLOWEEN RESOURCES

(THERE ARE 10 POSSIBLE COMBINATIONS OF 
THE HALLOWEN RESOURCES)

“You need to wear a mask to enter. There are 
masks hidden out in the kingdom.”

WEARING A 
MASK

TAP A PUMPKIN TO 
CHANGE IT

GLADE

DROP IN
THREE

SPOOKY STREET

HALLOWEEN RESOURCES

HALLOWEEN CRAFTABLES

BUG SNOW DEEP

PUMPKIN
MASK

PIRATE
MASK

WITCH
MASK

CANDY
CORN

K
MASK

CARROT LOLLIPOP

BRUSSEL
SPROUT

POPCORN

INTERNAL SKETCH FOR THE  

SPOOKY STREET CONCEPT







CANDY CORN LOLLIPOPCARROT POPCORN BRUSSEL

SPROUT







Did anyone ever discover the secret code hidden in the rug?









GIVE AND GET GIVEAWAYS
(DURING EVENT)

BLOG GIVEAWAYS
(BEGINNING OF EVENT)

BLOG GIVEAWAYS
(BEGINNING OF EVENT)

BLOG GIVEAWAYS
(END OF EVENT)

BLOG GIVEAWAYS
(END OF EVENT)





MUSTARD

CHICAGO

STYLE

MUSTARD

& KETCHUP

UPSTATE

STYLE

MUSTARD

& RELISH

SOY

PROTEIN



Collectable hot dogs from the Fourth of July event



RACING



OOPS!

We built a vehicle-based game. Without racing.
That was ixed in one of KK’s biggest expansions!



RACING ZONE
A desert area accessible through Mt. Snow.

Home of Billy, Janey & Davey - the mechanics that host KK racing. 





EARLY INTERNAL DOCUMENT DESCRIBING KK RACING



SPD

KART THE HIBISCUS PETAL

ACC

Loves steak. Learning how to 

play the trumpet.

PRINCESS
WONDERFUL

ARMSTRONG

Wants to be a robot 

some day.

SPD

KART MARK XVII

ACC

ACE

Waxes his kart and hair 

with the same gel.

SPD

KART ROYAL FLUSH

ACC

HERO RACERS
The stars of the show. All three race every week.



MAXINE

PINEWOOD

DAISY

FLASH

RAM

AURORA

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

WEIRD RACERS
A variety of disctinct characters. One appears in every race.



LUCKY

SLIDE

PIERRE

FANG

DIESEL

FROSTBITE LUCY

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

Inspired by pop culture vehicles from Mad Max, Wayne’s World, Mortal 
Kombat, Transformers & The Dukes of Hazzard.



POPS DAZE PHANTOM

SPD

KART THE EASTWOOD BOMBER

ACC

SPD

KART THUNDER

ACC

SPD

KART ???????????

ACC

ELITE RACERS
They appear rarely so it’s special when you get to race against them.

One of them appears in one race each series.



PBS KIDS RACERS
Created to race, but never actually used in the game.



JANE

CHAZ

VIOLET

FOUR

TITANSPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

SPD

ACC

GENERIC RACERS
The workhorses of the race. They don’t look super cool & usually lose.

Titan. Purple skin. Is that an 

eight or an ininity symbol?



FOR SLOPED OR FLAT TRACK

(use more frequently)

FOR FLAT TRACK ONLY

(use less frequently)

FOR FLAT TRACK ONLY

(use less frequently)

FOR SLOPED OR FLAT TRACK

(use more frequently)

FOR FLAT TRACK ONLY

(use less frequently)

FOR SLOPED OR FLAT TRACK

(use more frequently)

FOR FLAT TRACK ONLY

(use less frequently)

FOR SLOPED OR FLAT TRACK

(use more frequently)

FOR SLOPED OR FLAT TRACK

(use more frequently)

FOR FLAT TRACK ONLY

(use less frequently)

THE RACE TRACK THEMES



Racing Gadgets

STICKER BLAST STICKER BLASTGUSTHORSE POWER

LET’S RACE!

GUST

NO
GADGET

FOREST FROLIC

EQUIPPED

Start empty. Fill up as 
rewards are earned.

This image used in 
multiple places.

This color used in 
multiple places.

PRE-RACE GEAR-UP, REWARDS & OPPONENTS



FINISH LINE
The glorious inish line & grandstand.



Catch mega air Put on a show Slow down racers Get a bigger boost

Catch some air Freeze racers What a show off Get a boost

RACING GADGETS
Some essential to ranking on the leaderboard, others not so much.



RACING REWARDS
“Unique“ reward karts all with the racing purple, yellow & black colors





A CAVE OF YOUR OWN

Player houses were the number one user request.







BUILD IT

PICKLE LAUNCHER

YOU NEED

x2

x10

x2

LEVER

300
POUNDS

PICKLE LAUNCHER

BUILD IT

CARPET RAMP

YOU NEED

x2

x10

x2

CARPET RAMP

FURRY
SURFACE

INCLINED PLANE

BUILD IT

METAL BRIDGE

YOU NEED

x2

x10

x2

PULLEY

WHEEL

& AXLE

METAL BRIDGE

WOOD LIFT

WOOD LIFTBUILD IT

YOU NEED

x2

x10

x2

PULLEY

600
POUNDS



LARGE LEFT ROOMSMALL LEFT ROOM LEVER ROOM

STARTING ROOMBRIDGE ROOM LIFT ROOM

RAMP ROOMLARGE RIGHT ROOM SMALL RIGHT ROOM

FLEX YOUR ENGINEERING SKILLS TO UNLOCK ADDITIONAL ROOMS



SKETCHES
Every piece of KK art begins as a quick, rough sketch.



CLANKY FINE ART
KK versions of famous paintings. Can you identify them?



CLANKY DECORATIONS
A few of the many strange & wonderful items to place in your cave.



HALLOWEEN SET
One of many new sets of decorations released with an event.



EARLY INTERNAL SKETCH FOR THE CLANK CAVERNS CONCEPT



AVATARS
& KARTS



ORIGINAL SET OF AVATAR PARTS





KART BLUEPRINT
Anyone who ever made a kart used this template.



BUGGY

PROTOTYPE
Buggy was the irst kart ever created.



BUGGY

CARRIAGE

SUBMARINE

CHEESE

ROCKET

HOTROD

SUBMARINE
YELLOW

TEACUP

SHIP

CUPCAKE

BATHTUB

RADIO

SHELL

LADYBUG

SPORTY

COUPE

CARDBOARD

PUMPKIN

OLDIE

NASA

LOG

TRAIN

VACATION

GEODE



MODERN

VAN
RED

RACER

FLOWERS

GIFT

VAN
BLACK

BIFF

TACO

BURGER

VAN
GREEN

DUMPTRUCK

RUSTY

SALAD

VAN
YELLOW

SHOE

WATERMELON

PIRATE

VAN
BLUE

CAROUSEL

HOTDOG

FIRETRUCK

VAN
PINK

STRAWBERRY

SPHINX



DRAGON
CONTEST WINNER

DOLPHIN

TOWTRUCK

BACON

PUPPY
CONTEST WINNER

BUS

DUSTY

DERBY

LIMO
CONTEST WINNER

BUS
YELLOW

PENCIL

SHOPPING

NIGHTMARE
CONTEST WINNER

WHALE

CRAYON

PHONE

DOWNTON

WHALE
BLACK

PURSE

CROWN

PBS VAN

8BIT

POPCORN

EGG



SUSHI
SALMON

BANANA

CAKE

CASTLE
HOUSE LANNISTER

SUSHI
EEL

UMBRELLA

BAGPIPES

CASTLE
HOUSE TARGARYEN

SUSHI
AVOCADO

SPAGHETTI

FIN

CASTLE
HOUSE BARATHEON

SUSHI
EGG

DUCKIE

TRUMPET

ENGINE

SUSHI
OCTOPUS

PI„ ATA

ROCKABILLY

SAILBOAT

SUSHI
IMITATION CRAB

PEANUT

MICROCHIP

PEAPOD



OFFICE

PIZZA
RED

CARROT

SNAKE

PLANE

PIZZA
BLACK

PIPE

PEAR

STROLLER

PIZZA
GREEN

PLAID

iKART
IPAD LAUNCH

BOW

PIZZA
YELLOW

BALANCE

RETROAPPLE
IPAD LAUNCH

SWAN

PIZZA
BLUE

SIXTYSEVEN
PLAYTIME PAD PACK-IN

FIRE
FIRE TABLET LAUNCH

OLDCLOCK

PIZZA
PINK

CHARLES

ROBO
ANDROID LAUNCH



BAGUETTE

BEEHIVE

CHICKEN

DRUMS
DOORS

CRICKET

SPLAT

PANCAKES

DRUMS
BEATLES

BOTTLE

STEAM

SCHOOLFISH

DRUMS
AC/DC

BOWLING

FRUIT BOWL

FLASHLIGHT

DRUMS
KISS

AMBULANCE

KNIGHT

SOCK

DRUMS
WEEZER

VOLCANO

GENIE

VACUUM

DRUMS
HEART



ALARM

SCRIBBLE

SPORTSBOTTLE

MUDDY

SAFE

CONTRAPTION

AQUARIUM

TRANSPORT

TRIANGLES

SNAIL

CLIPPERS

LAWNTON

BRICKS

BOINGLES

HARMONICA

POPEYE

WRENCH

SHIPWRECK



PBS KIDS collaborated with many 
local stations to create a kart 

authentic to their region.







ORIGINAL SET OF WHEELS



ORIGINAL SET OF DECALS



UNFINISHED



There were many good ideas that were explored
but never launched. Here’s a peek behind the scenes.



LETSCOOK
SECRET CODE

MENU

FLASH’S

TACO TUESDAY EVENT
Flash in his taco truck full of taco-based rewards!



FISH TACO

VEGGIE TACO

BREAKFAST TACO

BEANS

HOT SAUCE

HOT SAUCE

BEEF TACO



LIVE TV

PARTS

GIVE
N GET

CLANKY

CAVERNS

RACINGNEWSART

STUDIO

GAMES QUESTS

EASY HARD

RACING
QUEST

1

QUEST

2

QUEST

3

QUEST

4

GLADESNOWDEEP BUGS

QUESTS

GRAND GLADE MT SNOW

THE DEEP BUG GARDEN

MAP

ROCKY HILLS (HARD ZONE)

DISCONTINUED ZONES

PLAYER STARTS HERE

GRAND GLADE (EASY ZONE)

MT SNOWT HE DEEP BUG GARDEN

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

GAMES

QUESTS

LIVE TV

CLANKY

CAVERNS

ART

STUDIO

INTERNAL DOCUMENT PROPOSING A REORGANIZATION



LIVE TV

CONCEPT ART FOR GROUP VIDEO WATCHING ROOM



PARTS TRAILER REPLACEMENT
This un-named character was supposed to replace Del in the Parts Trailer

(since he appears in the Quests Truck) but never did.



BITS EITHER REDRAWN OR REMOVED FROM THE GAME

PRE-BETA AFTER TESTING POORLY



THE COMMUNITY PROVED IT COULD SOLVE ANY PUZZLE VERY QUICKLY,

SO A COMPLICATED PUZZLE WAS DESIGNED TO BE “LEAKED“ VIA SOCIAL MEDIA...



...BUT WAS NEVER FINISHED.

ALTHOUGH THE REWARD WAS INTENDED TO BE A TUBA.



NOBODY REMEMBERS WHAT THIS IS BUT

THANKFULLY IT NEVER APPEARED IN THE GAME





Sadly, Kart Kingdom 

shut down on
September 30, 2020.



THE PASSPORT FOR PLAYERS TO TAKE AWAY AND KEEP TO REMEMBER THE GAME







Thank you for enjoying 

Kart Kingdom! We enjoyed 
making it!







Kart Kingdom is produced by PBS KIDS with support from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Copyright © PBS 2020




